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‘National Identity are not things we are born with, but are formed and transformed within and in
relation to representation. We only knowwhat it is to be ‘English’ because of the way ‘Englishness’ has come
to be represented; as'asset'of meanings, by English hational culture. It follows that the nation is not only a political
entity but, something which produces meanings - a system of cultural representation. People are not only
legal citizens of the nation as represented in its national culture. A nation is a'symbolic community and it
is this, which accounts for its ‘power to generate a sense of identity and allegiance’.

Qoutefrom Sehwars, 1986: p:106

Thinking tounderstand the'evelutionof Malaystan Identity 1957=2007
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When we buy Star Buck, we consume
the 'idea' and 'image' that we belong

“Tourism advertisements invoke a to a higher level group of the society
melange of images signifying the melting that is always linked to the i DAY N
pot composition of Malaysian society. At international standard. ow are M'sians behaving in this

contemporary society? What are the
roles of design/designers in
response to this?”

the same time, the government invokes a
techno-determinist ideology in its push
to attain Malaysia's development goals.”

dreirre il s i ek o Forum [ades

Bipiyys ian fdentily
Halyaiang, B mailiulee nation) different rel

B il vy B ek 1
What i Maliyin's gaecnbty 7 10 Q the mulsuity
il g adithed, culluie §od Peitage?

Bmatan Malawila

bl s B ledol P v brsten dae Bslhosian ¢

What do Malaysian needs and wants “How do we want to portray ourselves
for itself and what Malaysian wants _ (local identity) to the world while trying
to communicate to others? to. communicate in an 'international’

language (globalisation)”

!y"" Voices from the Forum: www.malaysianidentity.com/forum
4 Q Thinking to understand the evolation of Malaysian {dentity 19572007
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